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SOUTHERN RAIL LINK, URBAN ENHANCEMENTS AND STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS 

1. Mr J.N. HYDE to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
The benefits of public transport to be provided through the new railway line are well known and understood.  
Can the minister inform the House of the many urban enhancements and planning and streetscape improvements 
to be had from such a project in my electorate?   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  The member is well aware of the capacity that this new 
project has to deliver real benefits to the city of Perth.  As has been said, we all know that this new fast direct 
line will see trains operate 20 minutes faster than a car in peak period when travelling from Mandurah.  This 
achieves the ultimate objective, which is to make public transport competitive with motor vehicles.  The new 
service will also take 20 000 vehicles off the State’s roads, which will create a significant social, environmental 
and road safety benefit.  As the member for Perth has suggested, there are many other benefits for the city of 
Perth. 

The Leader of the Opposition is often keen to quote a journalist from The Australian Financial Review.  The 
journalist had the following comments to make on 27 March 2003 about the new fast direct rail project - 

It has been labelled “a government breaker” by Opposition Leader Colin Barnett, but Western 
Australia’s contentious $1.4 billion southern rail project could be the catalyst for two significant urban 
redevelopment projects which will add to the changing face of Perth’s CBD landscape. 

The first of those is the William Street project, which involves an area of the city between Murray and 
Wellington Streets that has been in decline since Myer left the site over a decade ago.  It is looking shabby but, 
under the Government’s recently announced improvement project, it will be completely redeveloped while 
preserving the heritage fabric of the site.  Secondly, opportunities will be provided to explore the sinking of the 
rail line to open up the connection between Northbridge and the city and to redevelop the area over the rail line.  
We are seeing other developers come on board.  A record price has been reached for Raine Square; it is a great 
increase on previous property values for the site.  The owners see the great benefit of bringing 30 000 people a 
day into the vicinity.  At the other end of the city is the Esplanade, which contains a potential for creative 
development.  For the first time we will be able to redirect the growth of the city to the foreshore. 
 


